
 
SAB School Council Meeting Minutes 
December 2016 

 

Mimi Yoon and Michelle Joyce (Co-Chairs), Michael Kanalec (Principal), Christine 

Sheehan, Tatiana, Erica Brown, Beth Anas, Chiemi Honma, Blake Eligh (Secretary), 

Cindy Gibson, Allen Attard, Michael Kinsey (Treasurer), Becky Morley, Sonja M, Craig Steele, Kersten 

Okubo, Erica Brown, Lucie Kroumova, Stacy Richardson Dormondy, Bonnie Lootsma, Teresa Silveira, 

Pamela Gough (TDSB Trustee) 

  

Start time: 6:40 p.m. 

Approval of agenda: Michael Kinsey, Blake Eligh 

Approval of minutes: Michael Kinsey, Blake Eligh 

  

ADMIN REPORT—Michael Kanalec 
THANK YOU 

● To the Winter Bazaar team and volunteers for “a huge success and a wonderful day.” 

● To parents, students and staff who participated in first-ever student-led conference. Lots of 

positive feedback, and demonstration of great presentation skills. 

  

STAFFING UPDATE 

Temporary SK French Immersion staffing position to replace Mme. Nolan is now closed. Interviews 

and reference checks upcoming.  Mme. Apostolu is on leave. Ms. Dennis is filling the position in the 

interim. Ms. Kersavic (special needs assistant) to return in the new year. 

  

INCLEMENT WEATHER 

Please send children fully equipped for outdoor weather. The cutoff temperature for keeping students 

indoors is -28C. BUS CANCELLATION: Please remember that if buses are cancelled in the morning, they 

are cancelled all day. 

  

Dental screening from January 16-24. 

  

Holiday Food Drive through Mme. Mahaney’s class. No major messaging for this—it will be up to 

students to pass the message along. Grade 5 will package up the food and carry it to the Food Bank on 

Lake Shore Ave. 

  

Upcoming: 

● Holiday Concert: “Snow Storm” 

● Skating: Grades 1-5 begins on Monday, January 15. Forms will go home in January 

● PJ Spirit Day 

● Permissions for skating and dental screening 

● Officer Rich will visit Grade 1 and 5 

● January 20 PA Day (Assessment) 

● Teaching and Learning: TDSB Hour of Code Educating students for jobs that haven’t yet been 

created. 
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● Holiday Post Office: Mr. Burazin’s initiative—students can write messages 

to each other. 

● EcoSchools: ‘Buy Nothing Day’ helps to underline message about 

packaging and other; Mme. Grant’s United Way Hat Day raised $84. 

● School Improvements: Math lead teachers had half day of planning; teacher release will delve 

into three-part lesson deliver (moving away from ‘drill and kill’ and towards problem solving 

and collaborating. Will apply to math, social studies and more) 

● FDK Report Card changes: FDK team will receive ne report card template. Next year, 

kindergartens will receive report cards on same timeline as other students (previously twice a 

year). 

  

ALDERWOOD ACTION DAYCARE UPDATE—BETH ANAS 
Alderwood Action has spots available 

The daycare will host a Valentines Day Dance 

  

WINTER BAZAAR RESULTS, FUNDRAISING, UPCOMING EVENTS—Michelle 

Williamson 
·      Annual Winter Bazaar Raised $11,100 (compared to $8,900 in 2015); Up $2,200 over last year 

·      Meet the Teacher BBQ, donations to the school, QSP, Purdy’s and Bazaar results are a little higher 

than last year 

·      Vote: Bring back Jungle Sport climbing wall (Yeas- 9/ 12, motion passed) 

·      Purdy’s Chocolate orders pickup for Friday (Tatiana) 

·      Consider Terra Cotta Cookies vs. McMillans (raised at November 2016 meeting). Follow up 

discussion—McMillan’s and Terra Cotta offer different products. Proposal to carry out both 

fundraisers. 

  

TRUSTEE REPORT—PAMELA GOUGH 
● Reported on recent a recent forum hosted by director John Malloy and new exec 

superintendent, and Sandra Tondat (new superintendant for this area). 

● New learning centres have been created for TDSB, leading to interaction between schools. 

● French Immersion High School: Heard concerns about lack of French Immersion high school. 

Long-term accommodation plan (on TDSB website) identifies Lakeshore Collegiate as future 

site when there are sufficient numbers of students graduating from FI middle schools. There 

are now four schools with FI programs up to grade 8. In a few years, we can look at Lakeshore 

as a destination for those kids. It is not projected to happen until after 2018. Gough will return 

in the new year with a planner to go over this information. 

● Lake Shore Collegiate Championship Fields – private partnership proving troublesome for 

TDSB related to permit arrangements and tax laws. MPAC is currently assessing LSC partner. 

Trustees offered a specialty tax exemption to all three fields so the field arrangement may 

continue. Sites are leased or permitted to the schools, and used by the partner during. City 

can offer capital gain exemptions on parts of the properties, and so can the TDSB. This is 
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positive for Lakeshore students, who use the domed park during the day 

and some evenings. Other schools are using this space or tournaments. 

● Next ward council meeting: January 19 (Islington) Childcare in schools 

and evolving partnership. Provincial legislation changes for childcare in K and up. Overview of 

legislation and what it will mean for board and individual schools. Q&A about how legislation 

will affect school. Provincial ministry of education website, public school boards. 

● Guide for Safer Streets: City has put out new guide to safer streets. Designed for community 

groups concerned about street safety (particularly on school route) about how to work with 

city hall to get streetscape changed. Read the guide here > 

http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2016/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-96414.pdf 

● Please Sign up for monthly newsletter >  http://www.tdsb.on.ca/ward3/Ward3.aspx 

  

PARENT INFO SESSION 
Dr. Taylor Armstrong (George Hull Centre) will come for a session to talk to parents at an upcoming 

school council meeting in February. Topic TBD—decide at January meeting. February meeting will 

begin at 6:00 p.m., followed by talk. Free of charge. 

  

DISCUSSION: SCHOOL PHOTO FEEDBACK 
Consider changing to a new photo provider: Many parents report problems with BrightPix this year, 

including quality of images, print quality, poses, timing and printing process. Former provider Edge 

Imaging have overhauled services and would like to present again. LifeTouch and Focus on Children 

are other options. Considerations: different backgrounds, online ordering, sibling photos, shipping 

charges. Tenders to be considered at January meeting. 

  

DISCUSSION: SCHOOL UNIFORM PROPOSAL 

Proposal School Uniforms: Two years ago, a proposal to adopt school uniforms was raised by a 

parent. At that time, SAB School Council could not reach quorum to go forward with the idea. The 

same parent has raised this idea again at November 2016 meeting. Enough interest was apparent 
for further exploration of the idea at the December 2016 meeting. 
Parent has offered money for families who might need assistance. Proposal for commonly found 
uniform (gray or white) found at many stores instead of a proprietary uniform offered only at 
official uniform stores. 
If enough interest, a sub-committee will be struck to develop a plan for consideration at 
upcoming school council meeting, and eventually to entire school vote. 
  
Discussion of pros, cons and parent input: 
Pro: shows respect for school and education system, less emphasis on brand names, 
Con: affordability may be out of reach for some families, 
Parent: Uniforms are not a reflection of TDSB values, uniforms don’t reflect diversity of school 
community, brands aren’t an issue at this age group. 
Pamela Gough: Humberwood Downs is a TDSB public school with uniforms (shares a site with 
a Catholic School); Kane students also wear uniforms. Not commonplace. 

http://www.tdsb.on.ca/ward3/Ward3.aspx
http://www.toronto.ca/legdocs/mmis/2016/hl/bgrd/backgroundfile-96414.pdf
http://www.tdsb.on.ca/ward3/Ward3.aspx
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Parent: What problem are we trying to solve? 
Parent: Wearing uniforms equals playing field on social levels on 
socio-economic level. Develops sense of belonging, school spirit. 
Parent: It seems like a lot of work. 
Parent: Disagrees about the leveling of the playing field. 
Parent: What are the variations allowed in the uniform? What happens when a child is in 
violation of the uniform code. Is branding allowed? 
Michael Kanalec: In the event this becomes a policity, he confirms he will not send a child 
home for violation of uniform policies. I invite kids into this school. 
Parent: Eliminates morning choice disputes. Dark colours are easier for laundry. 
  

Total Votes: 19 
For: 4 
Against: 12 
Abstain: 3 
Motion: Not carried 

  
OPEN FORUM 

● Feedback on Silent Auction: Some families wanted better notice about the new feature 
of the Winter Bazaar fundraiser. Auction raised $3,100 last year and $3,900 this year. 
Challenge: it’s increasingly harder to get companies to donate now. Also, “buy now’ 
ensures baskets are gone and people pay up front, saves considerable amount of 
volunteer time tracking down payments and delivering baskets. Consider adding some 
items that are are not “Buy Now” (i.e. Concert tickets or lunch with Michael Kanalec); 
increase price of some items to closer to actual value. Consider keeping some items as 
not “Buy Now” and ensure it is adequately advertised. 

**Consider getting a Square and let people to pay be credit card. Approximate 
fee is 2.9%/ total transaction 

● Canadian Tire money drive again for this year. 
 


